Repeated early failure of a newly designed hinged knee system.
We report a case of acute and recurrent accelerated wear of the polyethylene bushings of the hinge mechanism in the Zimmer Segmental Knee System. This resulted in an unacceptable recurvatum deformity leading to multiple revision knee operations, which was unexpected in a modern design hinged knee system. A custom modification of the original design was used to prevent further recurvatum deformity. The current design of the hinge post mechanism in this system appears to be inadequate, which led to the development of a significant recurvatum deformity in our patient. Surgeons should be aware of this potential complication when considering the use of this revision knee system.